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Clerk to the Council:  Emily Simpson
Tel:  07881714526   
e-mail: ashurstclerk@outlook.com





DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ASHURST PARISH COUNCIL, HELD AT ASHURST VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 11th JULY 2024 AT 6.30PM
Attendance:
	Chairman
	Cllr Fischel

	Ashurst Parish Council (APC)
	Cllrs Hammond, Nicholson, Knight and Russell (Vice Chair)

	Horsham District Council (HDC)
	

	Clerk
	Emily Simpson

	Public
	One member of the public



1. Attendance and Apologies for Absence 
                There were none. 
2. To Receive Declarations of Interest, Notification of Changes to Members’ Interests and consider any requests for a dispensation 
There were none. 

3. Public Session (members of the public may speak for up to 5 minutes at the discretion of the Chair about items on the agenda). 
 There were no members of the public who wished to speak. 

4. Approval of the Minutes from the Council meeting held on 9th May 2024               
Councillors RESOLVED to approve the minutes from the last meeting as a true and accurate record. 

5. HALC Update
Councillor Knight said he was scheduled to attend a meeting on Climate Matters on 23rd July so would report back at the next meeting. 

6. Planning Applications 
(a) Review any planning applications received since the publication of the agenda
There were none. 
7. Planning Decisions from HDC
To receive decisions on planning applications from Horsham District Council.
Parish: Ashurst PC Application Number: DC/23/1979 Site: Stables at Glebe Meadow Church Lane Ashurst Steyning West Sussex BN44 3AR Description: Change of use of existing stable building into a holiday let, alongside building operations including the introduction of infill glazing and windows, together with the provision of parking and other associated works. Decision: Application Permitted Date of Decision: 08/05/2024
Parish: Ashurst PC Application Number: DC/24/0781 Site: New Wharf Farm Campsite Horsebridge Common Ashurst Steyning West Sussex BN44 3AL Description: Permitted Development rights for temporary campsite open for 60 days from 24th May 2024 to 30th September 2024 and no more than 42 days consecutively. Decision: Withdrawn Application Date of Decision: 04/06/2024

8. Payments and bank reconciliation
(a) Review and approve the schedule of payments and bank reconciliation since the last meeting (9th May).
(b) To consider a grant request of £350 from Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sussex.
(a) Councillors RESOLVED to approve the schedule of payments and bank reconciliation since the last meeting (see Appendix 1). The Clerk informed the Council that the balance as of 4th July was £19,332.19. 
It was AGREED to add Councillor Nicholson as a signatory to the Parish Council bank account. 
(b) After consideration, Councillors RESOLVED to approve the grant request from Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sussex but for £150 rather than the requested £350. It was further agreed that Councillors would award a £150 grant to The Steyning Responders once a formal, written request was received.
ACTION: Chair to contact the Steyning Responders.

9. Recreation Ground
(a) To receive a report on the Recreation Ground Trust’s income and expenditure since the last meeting (9th May).
(b) To review the 2024/25 contract and annual charge for Ashurst United Football Club to hire the Recreation Ground.
(c) To receive an update on the rebuild/replacement of the John Eaton Hut. 

(a) The Clerk informed the Council that the balance as of 4th July 2024 was £13,182.79 and that £1,450 of income had been received since the last meeting from West Sussex County Council on behalf of the school, for the hire of the Recreation Ground. Expenditure since the last meeting consisted of the EDF electricity monthly direct debit for May and June and grass cutting for May (see Appendix 2). 
(b) Councillors RESOLVED to keep the same hire rate of £750 for Ashurst United Football Club for the year ahead. The Clerk said she would see if the Club could organise their own mowing if additional cuts were required. 
(c) With regard to the new sports pavilion, Councillors had recently met with another architect. 
They had now received four different quotes. It was therefore AGREED that the Council would instruct GE Paul to draw up some initial plans and would allocate up to £5,000 to progress this matter to a stage suitable to seek funding, and carry out such reports as the Council felt were necessary. 
ACTION: The Chair would contact GE Paul to confirm the Council’s decision. 

The Chair said a few people had approached her about using the current pavilion and a conversation ensued about whether it should be used in its current state and if so whether there should be a hire charge. It was AGREED that the current pavilion should not be made available to any new users but when the new building had been erected, we would be looking to recoup our costs and a further conversation re hire charge rates would take place then. 

10. Correspondence 
There was none. 

Next meeting date: 19th September at 7.30pm. 

 












Appendix 1
Ashurst Parish Council schedule of payments since the last meeting (9th May 2024).
	17.5.24
	E Simpson 
	Salary May 
	254.70

	17.5.24
	E Simpson 
	Office Allowance May 
	13.33

	4.7.24
	E Simpson
	Salary June
	254.90

	4.7.24
	E Simpson
	Office Allowance June
	13.33

	4.7.24
	Clear Insurance Ltd
	Insurance Premium 2024-25
	455.78

	
	
	
	£992.04



Bank reconciliation 
	Balance per bank statement 
	

	
	

	
	

	Closing balance 30th June 2024
	20,056.20

	
	

	Add: outstanding receipts
	0.00

	Less: outstanding payments
	

	
	

	Net balances 
	20,056.20

	
	

	Cashbook (balance as of 1st April 2024)
	14,260.51

	Add receipts (from 1st April - 31st March 2025)
	7,446.73

	Less payments (from 1st April - 31st March 2025)
	                   1,617.96 

	Net balance
	20,089.28

	
	

	NB: Difference between balances of £33.08 – Clerk made two payments for ink reimbursement; will pay back in July and next month account will reconcile.



Appendix 2
Recreation Ground Expenditure since the last meeting (9th May 2024).

	29.5.24
	EDF
	Electricity
	 60.00

	28.6.24
	EDF
	Electricity
	 60.00

	4.7.24
	Sussex Land Services
	Grass Cutting April
	282.85

	
	
	
	TOTAL £402.85
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